
 

Monthly State Unemployment Rate Remains at 3.3 Percent for January 
 

LINCOLN- The Nebraska Department of Labor (NDOL) announced today that Nebraska’s preliminary unemployment 
rate for January was 3.3 percent, seasonally adjusted.  The rate is the same as the December 2016 rate and up 0.1 
percentage points from January 2016. December’s unemployment rate was revised down from 3.4 to 3.3 as part of the 
normal revision process. 
  
“January saw normal seasonal fluctuations in employment, while the overall unemployment rate was stable,” said 
Commissioner of Labor John H. Albin.  “Total nonfarm employment continued to exceed 1 million jobs.” 
 
Nonfarm employment for January was 1,003,072. The private industry with the most growth over the month was other 
services (up 157), which includes repair and maintenance; personal and laundry services; and religious, grantmaking, 
civic and professional organizations.  Year-over-year industry statistics are unavailable until April due to benchmarking.  
 
The national seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for January was 4.8 percent, up 0.1 percentage points over the 
month and down 0.1 percentage points from the January 2016 rate of 4.9 percent.  The February 2017 rate was 4.7 
percent, down 0.1 percentage points from January and down 0.2 percentage points from the February 2016 rate of 4.9 
percent. 
 
February 2017 Nebraska data will be published Friday, March 24.  Benchmarked 2015 and 2016 data will be published 
Friday, April 21. Benchmarking is the annual process of aligning estimated data from the Current Employment Statistics 
(CES) programs with known employment numbers from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW). It is a 
necessary step in ensuring the data released by the NDOL is of the highest quality.  

LABOR FORCE ESTIMATES 
 
NATIONAL  
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

 Prelim Revised  Changes Since 
 Jan-17 Dec-16 Jan-16 Dec-16 Jan-16 

Unemployment Rate 4.8 4.7 4.9 0.1 -0.1 
            

NEBRASKA  
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

 Prelim Revised  Changes Since 
 Jan-17 Dec-16 Jan-16 Dec-16 Jan-16 

Unemployment Rate 3.3 3.3 3.2 0.0 0.1 
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Labor Force 1,012,332 1,012,237 1,010,283 95 2,049 
Unemployment 33,221 33,408 32,114 -187 1,107 
Employment 979,111 978,829 987,169 282 94 

OMAHA MSA  
NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

 Prelim Revised  Changes Since 
 Jan-17 Dec-16 Jan-16 Dec-16 Jan-16 

Unemployment Rate 3.0 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

       
Labor Force 474,257 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

Unemployment 17,218 ***** ***** ***** ***** 
Employment 457,039 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

            
LINCOLN MSA  
NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

 Prelim Revised  Changes Since 
 Jan-17 Dec-16 Jan-16 Dec-16 Jan-16 

Unemployment Rate 3.1 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

       
Labor Force 177,199 ***** ***** ***** ***** 
Unemployment 5,569 ***** ***** ***** ***** 
Employment 171,630 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

  

GRAND ISLAND MSA  
NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 

 Prelim Revised    Changes Since 
  Jan-17 Dec-16 Jan-16 Dec-16 Jan-16 

Unemployment Rate 5.9 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

       
Labor Force 44,251 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

Unemployment 2,602 ***** ***** ***** ***** 
Employment 41,649 ***** ***** ***** ***** 

 
*****  Data not available due to benchmarking.  Benchmarked data will be published April 21, 2017. 
NOTE: Data is revised on a monthly basis. Data for previous years is benchmarked annually and is subject to change. MSAs represent 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas. Seasonally adjusted data for the Omaha MSA and the Lincoln MSA is available about two weeks following this 
release. The seasonally adjusted data can be obtained at http://www.bls.gov/lau/metrossa.htm or http://neworks.nebraska.gov/analyzer. 
 
MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS (MC) 
NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED Counties included Jan-16 Jan-16 
  (Preliminary) (Revised) 

Beatrice MC Gage 4.2 ***** 
Columbus MC Platte 3.6 ***** 
Fremont MC Dodge 3.5 ***** 
Hastings MC Adams, Clay 4.1 ***** 
Kearney MC Buffalo, Kearney 3.1 ***** 
Lexington MC Dawson, Gosper 3.8 ***** 
Norfolk MC Madison, Pierce, Stanton 3.3 ***** 

North Platte MC                                            Lincoln, Logan, McPherson 3.5 ***** 

Red Willow SA (Small Labor Market Area) Red Willow, Hitchcock 3.0 ***** 
Scottsbluff MC Scotts Bluff, Banner 4.2 ***** 

 
*****  Data not available due to benchmarking.  Benchmarked data will be published April 21, 2017. 
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